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Intent Statement for History 
At Silverhill Primary School, our aim through the teaching of History is to inspire children’s interest and understanding about the life of people who lived in the past. Our history curriculum 
enables children to develop a context for their growing sense of identity and a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and important people. What they learn 
through history can influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes, and values. We aim to help pupils gain a secure knowledge of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. This 
enables our children to learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in modern multicultural Britain. We want to ensure that through history our children gain a sense of how the 
past influences the present. To ensure pupils develop a secure knowledge that they can build on, our History curriculum outlines the skills, knowledge, and vocabulary to be taught in a 
sequentially coherent way.  Meaningful links with other subjects are made to strengthen connections and understanding for pupils.  

 EYFS 
Understanding the 
world 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4  Year 5 Year 6 

Chronological 
Understanding 
 
 

Begin to make sense 
of their own life-
story and family’s 
history. 
 
Know some 
similarities and 
differences between 
things in the past 
and now, drawing 
on their experiences 
and what has been 
read in class. 

Can They Explain 
How They Have 
Changed Since They 
Were Born? 
Can They Put Up To 
Three Objects In 
Chronological Order 
(Recent History)? 
Can They Recognise 
That A Story That Is 
Read To Them May 
Have Happened A 
Long Time Ago? 
Can They Retell A 
Familiar Story Set In 
The Past? 
Can They Tell Me 
About Things That 
Happened When 
They Were Little? 
Can They Use Words 
And Phrases Like: 
Old, New And A 
Long Time Ago? 
© Can They Put Up 
To Five 
Objects/Events In 
Chronological Order 
(Recent History)? 
© Can They Say 
Why They Think A 
Story Was Set In The 
Past? 

Can They Sequence 
A Set Of Events In 
Chronological Order 
And Give Reasons 
For Their Order? 
Can They Use A 
Range Of 
Appropriate Words 
And Phrases To 
Describe The Past? 
Can They Use 
Phrases And Words 
Like: ‘Before’, 
‘After’, ‘Past’, 
‘Present’, ‘Then’ And 
‘Now’; In Their 
Historical Learning? 
Can They Use The 
Words ‘Past’ And 
‘Present’ 
Accurately? 
Can They Use Words 
And Phrases Like: 
Before I Was Born, 
When I Was 
Younger? 
© Can They 
Sequence A Set Of 
Objects In 
Chronological Order 
And Give Reasons 
For Their Order? 
© Can They 
Sequence Events 

Can They Describe 
Events And Periods 
Using The Words: 
Ancient And 
Century? 
Can They Describe 
Events And Periods 
Using The Words: 
BC, AD And Decade? 
Can They Describe 
Events From The 
Past Using Dates 
When Things 
Happened? 
Can They Use A 
Timeline Within A 
Specific Time In 
History To Set Out 
The Order Things 
May Have 
Happened? 
Can They Use Their 
Mathematical 
Knowledge To Work 
Out How Long Ago 
Events Would Have 
Happened? 
Do They Appreciate 
That Some Ancient 
Civilizations Showed 
Greater 
Advancements Than 
People Who Lived 
Centuries After 
Them? 

Can They Place 
Periods Of History 
On A Timeline 
Showing Periods Of 
Time? 
Can They Plot 
Recent History On A 
Timeline Using 
Centuries? 
Can They Use Their 
Mathematical Skills 
To Round Up Time 
Differences Into 
Centuries And 
Decades? 
© Can They Begin 
To Build Up A 
Picture Of What 
Main Events 
Happened In 
Britain/ The World 
During Different 
Centuries? 
© Can They Use 
Their Mathematical 
Skills To Help Them 
Work Out The Time 
Differences Between 
Certain Major 
Events In History?  

Can They Draw A 
Timeline With 
Different Time 
Periods Outlined 
Which Show 
Different 
Information, Such 
As, Periods Of 
History, When 
Famous People 
Lived, Etc.? 
Can They Use Dates 
And Historical 
Language In Their 
Work? 
Can They Use Their 
Mathematical Skills 
To Work Out Exact 
Time Scales And 
Differences As Need 
Be? 
© Can They Create 
Timelines Which 
Outline The 
Development Of 
Specific Features, 
Such As Medicine; 
Weaponry; 
Transport, Etc.  

Can They Place A 
Specific Event On A 
Timeline By Decade? 
Can They Place 
Features Of 
Historical Events 
And People From 
Past Societies And 
Periods In A 
Chronological 
Framework? 
Can They Say Where 
A Period Of History 
Fits On A Timeline?  



 

SILVERHILL PRIMARY SCHOOL HISTORY OVERVIEW 

© Can They Use The 
Words Before And 
After Correctly? 
© Can They Use 
Words And Phrases 
Like: Very Old, 
When Mummy And 
Daddy Were Little? 
© Do They Know 
Who Will Succeed 
The Queen And How 
The Succession 
Works? 

About The Life Of A 
Famous Person? 
© Can They 
Sequence Events 
About Their Own 
Life? 
© Can They Try To 
Work Out How Long 
Ago An Event 
Happened? 

© Can They Begin 
To Recognise And 
Quantify The 
Different Time 
Periods That Exists 
Between Different 
Groups That Invaded 
Britain? 
© Can They Set Out 
On A Timeline, 
Within A Given 
Period, What Special 
Events Took Place? 

 

Intent Statement for History 
At Silverhill Primary School, our aim through the teaching of History is to inspire children’s interest and understanding about the life of people who lived in the past. Our history curriculum 
enables children to develop a context for their growing sense of identity and a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and important people. What they learn 
through history can influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes, and values. We aim to help pupils gain a secure knowledge of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. This 
enables our children to learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in modern multicultural Britain. We want to ensure that through history our children gain a sense of how the 
past influences the present. To ensure pupils develop a secure knowledge that they can build on, our History curriculum outlines the skills, knowledge, and vocabulary to be taught in a 
sequentially coherent way.  Meaningful links with other subjects are made to strengthen connections and understanding for pupils.  

 EYFS 
Understanding the 
world 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4  Year 5 Year 6 

Historical Enquiry 
 
 

Compare and 
contrast characters 
from stories, 
including figures 
from the past. 
 
Talk about the lives 
of the people 
around them and 
their roles in society.  
 
Understand the past 
through settings, 
characters and 
events encountered 
in books read in 
class and 
storytelling. 

Can They Answer 
Questions Using A 
Artefact/ 
Photograph 
Provided? 
Can They Ask And 
Answer Questions 
About Old And New 
Objects? 
Can They Give A 
Plausible 
Explanation About 
What An Object Was 
Used For In The 
Past? 
Can They Spot Old 
And New Things In A 
Picture? 
© Can They Answer 
Questions Using A 

Can They Answer 
Questions By Using 
A Specific Source, 
Such As An 
Information Book? 
Can They Explain 
Why Eye-Witness 
Accounts May Vary? 
Can They Find Out 
Something About 
The Past By Talking 
To An Older Person? 
Can They Research 
About A Famous 
Event That Happens 
In Britain And Why It 
Has Been Happening 
For Some Time? 
Can They Research 
The Life Of A 

Can They Research A 
Specific Event From 
The Past? 
Can They Summarise 
What Britain May 
Have Learnt From 
Other Countries And 
Civilizations Through 
Time Gone By And 
More Recently? 
Can They Use Their 
‘Information 
Finding’ Skills In 
Writing To Help 
Them Write About 
Historical 
Information? 
Can They Use 
Various Sources Of 

Can They 
Communicate 
Knowledge And 
Understanding 
Orally And In 
Writing And Offer 
Points Of View 
Based Upon What 
They Have Found 
Out? 
Can They Give More 
Than One Reason To 
Support An 
Historical 
Argument? 
Can They Research 
Two Versions Of An 
Event And Say How 
They Differ? 

Can They Test Out A 
Hypothesis In Order 
To Answer A 
Question? 
Do They Appreciate 
How Historical 
Artefacts Have 
Helped Us 
Understand More 
About British Lives 
In The Present And 
Past? 

Can They Describe A 
Key Event From 
Britain’s Past Using 
A Range Of Evidence 
From Different 
Sources? 
Can They Identify 
And Explain Their 
Understanding Of 
Propaganda? 
Can They Look At 
Two Different 
Versions And Say 
How The Author 
May Be Attempting 
To Persuade Or Give 
A Specific 
Viewpoint? 
© Can They Pose 
And Answer Their 
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Range Of Artefacts/ 
Photographs 
Provided? 
© Can They Find 
Out More About A 
Famous Person 
From The Past And 
Carry Out Some 
Research On Him Or 
Her? 

Famous Briton From 
The Past Using 
Different Resources 
To Help Them? 
Can They Research 
The Life Of Someone 
Who Used To Live In 
Their Area Using The 
Internet And Other 
Sources To Find Out 
About Them? 
© Can They 
Research About A 
Famous Event That 
Happens 
Somewhere Else In 
The World And Why 
It Has Been 
Happening For Some 
Time? 
© Can They Say At 
Least Two Ways 
They Can Find Out 
About The Past, For 
Example Using 
Books And The 
Internet? 

Evidence To Answer 
Questions? 
Can They Use 
Various Sources To 
Piece Together 
Information About A 
Period In History? 
Can They, Through 
Research, Identify 
Similarities And 
Differences Between 
Given Periods In 
History? 
Do They Recognise 
The Part That 
Archaeologists Have 
Had In Helping Us 
Understand More 
About What 
Happened In The 
Past? 
© Can They Begin 
To Use More Than 
One Source Of 
Information To Bring 
Together A 
Conclusion About An 
Historical Event? 
© Can They Use 
Specific Search 
Engines On The 
Internet To Help 
Them Find 
Information More 
Rapidly? 

Can They Research 
What It Was Like For 
A Child In A Given 
Period From The 
Past And Use 
Photographs And 
Illustrations To 
Present Their 
Findings? 
© Can They 
Independently, Or 
As Part Of A Group, 
Present An Aspect 
They Have 
Researched About A 
Given Period Of 
History Using Multi-
Media Skills When 
Doing So? 

Own Historical 
Questions? 
© Can They Suggest 
Why Certain Events, 
People And Changes 
Might Be Seen As 
More Significant 
Than Others? 
© Can They Suggest 
Why There May Be 
Different 
Interpretations Of 
Events? 
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Intent Statement for History 
At Silverhill Primary School, our aim through the teaching of History is to inspire children’s interest and understanding about the life of people who lived in the past. Our history curriculum 
enables children to develop a context for their growing sense of identity and a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and important people. What they learn 
through history can influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes, and values. We aim to help pupils gain a secure knowledge of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. This 
enables our children to learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in modern multicultural Britain. We want to ensure that through history our children gain a sense of how the 
past influences the present. To ensure pupils develop a secure knowledge that they can build on, our History curriculum outlines the skills, knowledge, and vocabulary to be taught in a 
sequentially coherent way.  Meaningful links with other subjects are made to strengthen connections and understanding for pupils.  

 EYFS 
Understanding the 
world 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4  Year 5 Year 6 

Knowledge and 
Interpretation 
 

Begin to make sense 
of their own life-
story and family’s 
history. 
 
Compare and 
contrast characters 
from stories, 
including figures 
from the past. 
 
Talk about the lives 
of the people 
around them and 
their roles in society. 
  
Know some 
similarities and 
differences between 
things in the past 
and now, drawing 
on their experiences 
and what has been 
read in class.  
 
Understand the past 
through settings, 
characters and 
events encountered 
in books read in 
class and 
storytelling. 

Can They Begin To 
Identify The Main 
Differences Between 
Old And New 
Objects? 
Can They Identify 
Objects From The 
Past, Such As Vinyl 
Records? 
Do They Appreciate 
That Some Famous 
People Have Helped 
Our Lives Be Better 
Today? 
Do They Know That 
Some Objects 
Belonged To The 
Past? 
Do They Recognise 
That We Celebrate 
Certain Events, Such 
As Bonfire Night, 
Because Of What 
Happened Many 
Years Ago? 
Do They Understand 
That We Have A 
Queen Who Rules 
Us And That Britain 
Has Had A King Or 
Queen For Many 
Years? 
© Can They Explain 
Differences Between 
Past And Present In 

Can They Explain 
How Their Local 
Area Was Different 
In The Past? 
Can They Explain 
Why Britain Has A 
Special History By 
Naming Some 
Famous Events And 
Some Famous 
People? 
Can They Give 
Examples Of Things 
That Are Different In 
Their Life From That 
Of Their 
Grandparents When 
They Were Young? 
Can They Recount 
Some Interesting 
Facts From An 
Historical Event, 
Such As Where The 
‘Fire Of London’ 
Started? 
Can They Recount 
The Life Of Someone 
Famous From Britain 
Who Lived In The 
Past Giving 
Attention To What 
They Did Earlier And 
What They Did 
Later? 

Can They Begin To 
Picture What Life 
Would Have Been 
Like For The Early 
Settlers? 
Can They Recognise 
That Britain Has 
Been Invaded By 
Several Different 
Groups Over Time? 
Can They Suggest 
Why Certain Events 
Happened As They 
Did In History? 
Can They Suggest 
Why Certain People 
Acted As They Did In 
History? 
Do They Appreciate 
That The Early Brits 
Would Not Have 
Communicated As 
We Do Or Have 
Eaten As We Do? 
Do They Realise That 
Invaders In The Past 
Would Have Fought 
Fiercely, Using Hand 
To Hand Combat? 
© Can They 
Appreciate That 
War/S Would 
Inevitably Have 
Brought Much 

Can They Begin To 
Appreciate That 
How We Make 
Decisions Has Been 
Through A 
Parliament For 
Some Time? 
Can They Begin To 
Appreciate That 
How We Make 
Decisions Has Been 
Through A 
Parliament For 
Some Time? 
Can They Explain 
How Events From 
The Past Have 
Helped Shape Our 
Lives? 
Can They Explain 
What Is Meant By 
Parliament 
Do They Appreciate 
How Items Found 
Belonging To The 
Past Are Helping Us 
To Build Up An 
Accurate Picture Of 
How People Lived In 
The Past? 
Do They Appreciate 
How Plagues And 
Other Major Events 
Have Created Huge 
Differences To The 

Can They Describe 
Historical Events 
From The Different 
Period/S They Are 
Studying/Have 
Studied? 
Can They Make 
Comparisons 
Between Historical 
Periods; Explaining 
Things That Have 
Changed And Things 
Which Have Stayed 
The Same? 
Do They Appreciate 
That Significant 
Events In History 
Have Helped Shape 
The Country We 
Have Today? 
 

Can They Describe 
Features Of 
Historical Events 
And People From 
Past Societies And 
Periods They Have 
Studied? 
Can They Recognise 
And Describe 
Differences And 
Similarities/ 
Changes And 
Continuity Between 
Different Periods Of 
History? 
Can They Summarise 
How Britain Has Had 
A Major Influence 
On World History? 
Can They Summarise 
The Main Events 
From A Specific 
Period In History, 
Explaining The Order 
In Which Key Events 
Happened? 
© Can They 
Appreciate How 
Britain Once Had An 
Empire And How 
That Has Helped Or 
Hindered Our 
Relationship With A 
Number Of 
Countries Today? 



 

SILVERHILL PRIMARY SCHOOL HISTORY OVERVIEW 

Their Life And That 
Of Other Children 
From A Different 
Time In History? 
© Can They Explain 
Why Certain Objects 
Were Different In 
The Past, E.G. Iron, 
Music Systems, 
Televisions? 
© Can They Tell Us 
About An Important 
Historical Event That 
Happened In The 
Past? 

© Can They Explain 
Why Someone In 
The Past Acted In 
The Way They Did? 
© Can They Explain 
Why Their Locality 
(As Wide As It Needs 
To Be) Is Associated 
With A Special 
Historical Event? 
© Can They Give 
Examples Of Things 
That Are Different In 
Their Life From That 
Of A Long Time Ago 
In A Specific Period 
Of History Such As 
The Victorian 
Times? 

Distress And 
Bloodshed? 
© Can They Begin 
To Appreciate Why 
Britain Would Have 
Been An Important 
Country To Have 
Invaded And 
Conquered? 
© Do They 
Appreciate That 
Invaders Were Often 
Away From Their 
Homes For Very 
Long Periods And 
Would Have Been 
‘Homesick’? 
© Do They 
Appreciate That 
Some Ancient 
Civilizations Showed 
Greater 
Advancements Than 
People Who Lived 
Centuries After 
Them? 
© Do They Have An 
Appreciation That 
Wars Start For 
Specific Reasons 
And Can Last For A 
Very Long Time? 

Way Medicines And 
Health Care Was 
Developed? 
Do They Appreciate 
That Wars Have 
Happened From A 
Very Long Time Ago 
And Are Often 
Associated With 
Invasion, 
Conquering Or 
Religious 
Differences? 
Do They Have A 
Good Understanding 
As To How Crime 
And Punishment Has 
Changed Over The 
Years? 
Do They Know That 
People Who Lived In 
The Past Cooked 
And Travelled 
Differently And Used 
Different Weapons 
From Ours? 
Do They Recognise 
That The Lives Of 
Wealthy People 
Were Very Different 
From Those Of Poor 
People? 
© Can They Explain 
What A Democracy 
Is And Why It Is A 
Good Thing? 
© Can They 
Recognise That 
People’s Way Of Life 
In The Past Was 
Dictated By The 
Work They Did? 
© Do They 
Appreciate How 
Plagues And Other 

© Can They Suggest 
Relationships 
Between Causes In 
History? 
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Major Events Have 
Created Huge 
Differences To The 
Way Medicines And 
Health Care Was 
Developed? 
© Do They 
Appreciate That The 
Food People Ate 
Was Different 
Because Of The 
Availability Of 
Different Sources Of 
Food? 
© Do They 
Appreciate That 
Wealthy People 
Would Have Had A 
Very Different Way 
Of Living Which 
Would Have 
Impacted Upon 
Their Health And 
Education? 
© Do They 
Appreciate That 
Weapons Will Have 
Changed By The 
Developments And 
Inventions That 
Would Have 
Occurred Within A 
Given Time Period? 

 


