
 

SILVERHILL PRIMARY SCHOOL MUSIC OVERVIEW 

 

Intent Statement for Music 
‘Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity’ (The National Curriculum)  

Our Music Curriculum at Silverhill Primary School supports children to foster a life-long love of music and we are committed to ensuring children understand the value and importance of 

music within the wider community. We have worked hard to create an inclusive ethos of music tuition, assemblies, showcases and taught sessions throughout the school in order to 

expose all children to diverse musical experiences and ignite their passion for music. At Silverhill, we deliver the requirements of the National Curriculum through use of the DfE Model 

Music Curriculum and expanded upon through the use of ‘Focus Education’ objectives. By listening and responding to different musical styles, experiencing a wide range of genres and by 

finding their voices as singers, performers and composers, we hope to enable all children to become confident and enthusiastic musicians in their own right.  

 EYFS – Expressive 
Arts and Design 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4  Year 5 Year 6 

Appraising Listen with 
increased attention 
to sounds.  
 
Listen attentively, 
move to and talk 
about music, 
expressing their 
feelings and 
responses. 
 
Respond to what 
they have heard, 
expressing their 
thoughts and 
feelings. 
 

Can They Choose 

Sounds To 

Represent Different 

Things? 
 
Can They Follow 

Instructions About 

When To Play Or 

Sing? 
 

Can They Identify 

Changes In Sounds? 
 

Can They Recognise 

Repeated Patterns? 
 

Can They Respond 

To Different Moods 

In Music? 

 

Can They Say How A 

Piece Of Music 

Makes Them Feel? 
 

Can They Say 

Whether They Like 

Or Dislike A Piece Of 

Music? 
 

Can They Tell The 

Difference Between 

A Fast And Slow 

Tempo? 

Can They Improve 

Their Own Work? 
 

Can They Listen Out 

For Particular Things 

When Listening To 

Music? 
 

© Do They 

Recognise Sounds 

That Move By Steps 

And By Leaps? 

Can They Improve 

Their Work; 

Explaining How It 

Has Improved? 
 
Can They Recognise 

The Work Of At 

Least One Famous 

Composer? 
 

Can They Use 

Musical Words (The 

Elements Of Music) 

To Describe A Piece 

Of Music And 

Compositions? 
 

Can They Use 

Musical Words To 

Describe What They 

Like And Dislike? 
 

© Can They Identify 

Repetition, 

Contrasts And 

Variations? 
 

© Can They Tell 

Whether A Change 

Is Gradual Or 

Sudden? 

Can They Begin To 

Identify With The 

Style Of Work Of 

Beethoven, Mozart 

And Elgar? 
 

Can They Describe 

And Identify The 

Different Purposes 

Of Music? 
 

Can They Explain 

The Place Of Silence 

And Say What Effect 

It Has? 
 

Can They Start To 

Identify The 

Character Of A Piece 

Of Music? 
 

© Can They Identify 

How A Change In 

Timbre Can Change 

The Effect Of A 

Piece Of Music? 

Can They Contrast 

The Work Of 

Famous Composers 

And Show 

Preferences? 
 

Can They Describe, 

Compare And 

Evaluate Music 

Using Musical 

Vocabulary? 
 

Can They Explain 

Why They Think 

Their Music Is 

Successful Or 

Unsuccessful? 
 
Can They Suggest 

Improvements To 

Their Own Or 

Others’ Work? 
 

© Can They Explain 

How Tempo 

Changes The 

Character Of Music? 
 

© Can They Identify 

Where A Gradual 

Change In Dynamics 

Has Helped To 

Can They Analyse 

Features Within 

Different Pieces Of 

Music? 
 

Can They Compare 

And Contrast The 

Impact That 

Different Composers 

From Different 

Times Will Have Had 

On The People Of 

The Time? 
 

Can They Evaluate 

How The Venue, 

Occasion And 

Purpose Affects The 

Way A Piece Of 

Music Is Created? 
 

Can They Refine And 

Improve Their 

Work? 
 

© Can They 

Appraise The 

Introductions, 

Interludes And 

Endings For Songs 

And Compositions 

They Have Created? 
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© Can They Identify 

Two Types Of Sound 

Happening At The 

Same Time? 
 

© Can They Tell The 

Difference Between 

A Fast And Slow 

Tempo? 
 

© Can They Tell The 

Difference Between 

High And Low 

Sounds? 
 

© Can They Tell The 

Difference Between 

Long And Short 

Sounds? 
 

© Can They Tell The 

Difference Between 

Loud And Quiet 

Sounds? 

Shape A Phrase Of 

Music? 
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 EYFS – Expressive 
Arts and Design 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4  Year 5 Year 6 

Composing 
 

Create their own 
songs, or improvise 
a song around one 
they know.  
 
Play instruments 
 
Explore and engage 
in music making, 
performing solo or 
in groups. 

Can They Change 

The Sound? 
 

Can They Make A 

Sequence Of 

Sounds? 
 
Can They Make 

Different Sounds 

With Instruments? 
 

Can They Make 

Different Sounds 

With Their Voice? 
 

Can They Repeat 

(Short Rhythmic And 

Melodic) Patterns? 
 

Can They Show 

Sounds By Using 

Pictures? 
 

Can They Use 

Instruments To 

Perform? 
 
Do They Know That 

The Chorus Keeps 

Being Repeated? 
 

© Can They Give A  

Reason For 

Choosing An 

Instrument? 

Can They Choose 

Sounds Which 

Create An Effect? 
 
Can They Create 

Music In Response 

To <Different 

Starting Points>? 
 

Can They Make 

Connections 

Between Notations 

And Musical 

Sounds? 
 
Can They Order 

Sounds To Create A 

Beginning, Middle 

And End? 
 
Can They Use 

Symbols To 

Represent Sounds? 
 

© Can They Use 

Simple Structures In 

A Piece Of Music? 
 
© Do They Know 

That Phrases Are 

Where We Breathe 

In A Song? 
 

Can They Combine 

Different Sounds To 

Create A Specific 

Mood Or Feeling? 
 

Can They Compose 

Melodies And 

Songs? 
 
Can They Create 

Accompaniments 

For Tunes? 
 

Can They Create 

Repeated Patterns 

With Different 

Instruments? 
 

Can They Use 

Different Elements 

In Their 

Composition? 
 

© Do They 

Understand How 

The Use Of Tempo 

Can Provide 

Contrast Within A 

Piece Of Music? 
 
© Do They 

Understand Metre 

In 2 And 3 Beats; 

Then 4 And 5 Beats? 
 

Can They Use 

Notations To Record 

And Interpret 

Sequences Of 

Pitches? 
 
Can They Use 

Notations To Record 

Compositions In A 

Small Group Or On 

Their Own? 
 

Can They Use 

Standard Notation? 
Can They Use Their 

Notation In A 

Performance? 
 
© Can They Explore 

And Use Sets Of 

Pitches, E.G. 4 Or 5 

Note Scales? 
 
© Can They Show 

How They Can Use 

Dynamics To 

Provide Contrast? 
 

Can They Change 

Sounds Or Organise 

Them Differently To 

Change The Effect? 
 

Can They Choose 

The Most 

Appropriate Tempo 

For A Piece Of 

Music? 
 

Can They Compose 

Music Which Meets 

Specific Criteria? 
 

Can They Use A 

Music Diary To 

Record Aspects Of 

The Composition 

Process? 
 

Can They Use Their 

Notations To Record 

Groups Of Pitches 

(Chords)? 
 

© Can They Identify 

(And Use) How 

Patterns Of 

Repetitions, 

Contrasts And 

Variations Can Be 

Organised To Give 

Structure To A 

Melody, Rhythm, 

Can They Combine 

Groups Of Beats? 
 

Can They Use A 

Variety Of Different 

Musical Devices In 

Their Composition? 

(Incl Melody, 

Rhythms And 

Chords) 
 

Can They Use 

Different Forms Of 

Notation? 
 

Do They Recognise 

That Different 

Forms Of Notation 

Serve Different 

Purposes? 
 

© Can They Show 

How A Small Change 

Of Tempo Can Make 

A Piece Of Music 

More Effective? 
 

© Do They Use The 

Full Range Of 

Chromatic Pitches 

To Build Up Chords, 

Melodic Lines And 

Bass Lines 
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© Do They Know 

That The Chorus 

Keeps Being 

Repeated? 

Dynamic And 

Timbre? 
© Do They 

Understand The 

Relation Between 

Pulse And 

Syncopated 

Patterns? 
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 EYFS – Expressive 
Arts and Design 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4  Year 5 Year 6 

Performing 
 

Remember and sing 
entire songs 
 
Sing the pitch of a 
tone sung by 
another person 
(‘pitch match’).  
 
Sing the melodic 
shape (moving 
melody, such as up 
and down, down 
and up) of familiar 
songs. 
 
Sing in a group or on 
their own, 
increasingly 
matching the pitch 
and following the 
melody.  
 
Sing a range of well-
known nursery 
rhymes and songs. 
 
Perform songs, 
rhymes, poems and 
stories with others. 
 
Play instruments 

Can They Clap Short 

Rhythmic Patterns? 
 

Can They Copy 

Sounds? 
 

Can They Make 

Loud And Quiet 

Sounds? 
 

Can They Use Their 

Voice To 

Speak/Sing/Chant? 
 

Do They Join In With 

Singing? 
 
Do They Look At 

Their Audience 

When They Are 

Performing? 
 

Can They Perform 

Simple Patterns And 

Accompaniments 

Keeping A Steady 

Pulse? 
 

Can They Perform 

With Others? 
 
Can They Play 

Simple Rhythmic 

Patterns On An 

Instrument? 
 

Can They Sing/Clap 

A Pulse Increasing 

Or Decreasing In 

Tempo? 
 

Do They Sing 

Accurately At A 

Given Pitch? 
 
Do They Sing And 

Follow The Melody 

(Tune)? 
 

© Can They 

Sing/Play Rhythmic 

Patterns In 

Contrasting Tempo; 

Keeping To The 

Pulse? 

Can They Play Clear 

Notes On 

Instruments? 
 

Do They Control 

Their Voice When 

Singing? 
 

Do They Sing In 

Tune With 

Expression? 
 
© Can They Work 

With A Partner To 

Create A Piece Of 

Music Using More 

Than One 

Instrument? 
 

Can They Improvise 

Using Repeated 

Patterns? 
 

Can They Perform A 

Simple Part 

Rhythmically? 
 

Can They Sing Songs 

From Memory With 

Accurate Pitch? 
 

© Can They Use 

Selected Pitches 

Simultaneously To 

Produce Simple 

Harmony? 
 

Can They Improvise 

Within A Group 

Using Melodic And 

Rhythmic Phrases? 
 

Can They Maintain 

Their Part Whilst 

Others Are 

Performing Their 

Part? 
 
Can They Perform 

‘By Ear’ And From 

Simple Notations? 
 

Can They Recognise 

And Use Basic 

Structural Forms 

E.G. Rounds, 

Variations, Rondo 

Form? 
 
Can They Sing And 

Use Their 

Understanding Of 

Meaning To Add 

Expression? 
 

Can They Perform 

Parts From 

Memory? 
 
Can They Perform 

Using Notations? 
 

Can They Provide 

Rhythmic Support? 
 

Can They Sing A 

Harmony Part 

Confidently And 

Accurately? 
 

Can They Take On A 

Solo Part? 
 

Can They Take The 

Lead In A 

Performance? 
 
© Can They Perform 

A Piece Of Music 

Which Contains Two 

(Or More) Distinct 

Melodic Or 

Rhythmic Parts, 

Knowing How The 

Parts Will Fit 

Together? 
 

 


